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Traffic will
shift onto
new U.S.13

Snags expected smnmg Thursday

By PRASHANT GOPAL

Statl mpodte:

Starting
northbound motarcists oh
U5, 13 near Townsend will
be diverted onto a new

stretch of highway so con- |

struction crews can start

building the last 7.7 miles of |

Del 1,

The realignment of 1.3,
13 between Fieldaboro
Road and the Sycamaore
Farmns Jdevelopment will
snag traffic on the major
north-south road and
create the need for local
mad detours, Delaware De
artment of Transporta-
on offieials said.
umhb“ﬁ,"-i l;am
Thursday W Fovite
from the old two-lane road
to the new two-lane stretch
of northbound U.5. 13,
which Is east of the exist-

lames.

The old highway is to be
torn up to way for the
last streteh of Dal. 1 from
just north of Smyrna to
E:H south of P-:[es&a slr.'w:

partment of Transporta-
tion officials gaid. The lim-
{ied-actess highway's
siretch is scheduled to open
in May 2003.

Major traffic delays are
expecied Thursday, when
mad erews cose off one of
two northbound lanes to
complete paving work. In-
termittent delays also are

El.]:g_w::td Friday
jouthbound  traffle

should not be affscted be-
cause e existing two Lanes
will remain open through-
gut the north unu work.

Thuraday,

and Del. 71, or plan for long
dilays.
“We're going to be work-
I.rithere and it's not geing
¢ a happy day unless
people find alternate
routes,” DelDOT project
manager David Duke said.
Fleldsbuw Rusad, Moo
town Road and Sycamore
Farms resldents will find
their access to US. 13 lim-
ited until spring 2002, Duke
said. Residents will have to
take detours of up to half a
mile o make some turns
aitto U8, 13, Dulke aadd.
Those who normally use
Fleldsboro and NHoxontown
roads no I.nng.-r will be able
to make left turns onto
5. 13

= —

Aoad crews pave the new section of U.S. 13 north, where
trafflc s5on will be diverted durng work on Del. 1.

www.delawareenling.com

Instead. Fieldshoro Road
travelers will have to drive to
0ld State Road to furn south.
Moxontown Road residents who
want to go north would nead fo
travel about sne-eighth mile
south on L5, 13 and then make a
U-turn, state officials said.

Motorists heading south on
LS. 13 no longer will be able to
turn left into Sycamore Farms.
They will have to make a U-turn
at 0ld State Road. State officials
sald they expect traffic to in-
crease at 0ld Sate Road because
of the change.

.5, 13 carries about 40,000
A 1N Golh difeCUGRS edch day

Rep. Richard C. Cathcart, B-
Middletown, sald he is con-
cerned the project will incon-
venlence residents of Sycamore

Th Niews JoumalJENNIFER GORBETT
Naorthbound traffic on the old U.S. 13 passes by the new road,
baing buiit to divert tratffic to permit further construction on Del. 1.

Farms and create safety prob-
lems at Old State Road.

“From my perspective, it"s
going to create an unsafe condi-
tivn because you'll have a bunch
of peopledoing U-turns togo in
the opposite direction,” Cath-
cart said. “Old State Road [s bad
enoiagh as 1t is.”

Sycamore Farms residents
won't need to make a U-tarn if
they use the back entrance from
0ld State Road, Duilee said.

And Fieldsboro Road resi-
denes heading south would have
to cross the median even if left
furns ants ULS. 13 were allswed,
Duke said.

“It*s still the same move-
ment,” Duke said. “Tt's just at a
different location.”™

*Reach Prashast Gopal at 324-2832 or
pyepal & delsmaiepiling. com.



